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Artworks by
Venerable Master
Chuk Mor

wim BEE  5@Zenith BAFEK
Compiled and Translated by
5@Zenith and Ruoshui

P UBE AT HEAM-
HEE 28 TR AEb,
LUHRL ERG BB 18482 Mike
A NS TUSBAT?

The Buddha established his
teachings with compassion as the
foundation and skillful means as
the gateway.

Education should be carried

out through reasoning, virtuous
example, and sincere inspiration;
only when truly unavoidable
should disciplinary measures

be applied.

You need not seek external
validation—would you not also
find this reasonable?
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A drizzling rain steals o’er the southern
plot, Now seen, now lost, are wayfarers
.& I v beyond the grove. To the southwest,
clouds and water interweave, ten thousand
homes dissolve into a painted scene.

RESZEZ HAXTH-

The Buddha is right within your mind,

Yet the worldly people (mind) still seek Him outside.
Lost in delusion, they chase after illusions,

And thus miss the true reality for countless ages.
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The handwritten copy of the Heart Sutra by Venerable Master Chuk
Mor is preserved in the collection of the National Palace Museum
in Taipei.
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Long-Browed Arhat Playing with the Monkeys

This spiritually evocative, Zen-inspired interaction between the Long-
Browed Arhat and the monkeys illustrates the Buddhist ideal of
harmonious coexistence between humanity and nature. It beautifully
expresses a state of liberation —transforming worldly burdens into the
joyful ease of playful samadhi, moving through the mundane world with
unhindered grace.
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Purification of the Six Senses

Once, Hanshan asked Shide:

“If people in this world slander me, bully me, insult me, ridicule me,
belittle me, demean me, hate me, or deceive me — how should |
respond?”

Shide replied:

“Simply endure them, yield to them, let them be, avoid them, bear
with them, respect them, and pay them no heed. Then wait a few
years, and just look at them.”

EEREHMEN{FR

Other Artworks of Venerable Master Chuk Mor:
https://triplewisdompenang.org/%e7%af%86%e9%a6%99%e5%ae%a4%e6
%96%87%e9%9b%86/
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A Record of the Affinity Between Venerable

Master Chuk Mor and
Ean Keng Si Buddhist Temple

EERE-EUSESE TR ZZ2EEES UKRERIAEARFHE
REF RKER " REZRBH R BBEBRE XCAZMREAE

o 1980F 0, 5 5 RIBFLERFT IIMAE BT #5845\ RAZE U B L AL
BEEG-AHAZP BERTHEERK LSHEHS BRUERER
I Em A G RRsIEE

Renowned for his mastery of poetry,
calligraphy, and painting, Venerable
Master Chuk Mor widely forged
Dharma affinities through art while
dedicating himself to propagating
Buddhism across Southeast Asia.
Revered as the “Father of Chinese
Buddhism in Malaysia,” he was a
contemporary living treasure of the
Sangha who bridged religion, culture, and art. In the 1980s, he was
specially invited to Singapore’s Ean Keng Si Buddhist Temple to
personally preside over the Eight Precepts Retreat and Five Precepts
Observance Ceremony. During the retreat, solemn rituals—including the
liberation of animals and the Meng San food-bestowal service—were
held. Over a hundred devotees took pure refuge and jointly shared the
Dharma blessings of this grand and auspicious assembly.
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Venerable Master Chuk Mor and Dharma Protector N S X
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TEREEEZE THE TREEKXRBES
UECVRER TR BBFIEEF-
Venerable Master Chuk Mor wrote a
couplet for Ean Keng Si Buddhist Temple:
“In all matters, aim to get through; In this
mind, remain calm and steady”.
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| Finding Peace
Through the Brush
by Teo Sek Eng

PN By H L P

Ten years, a decade... “How many decades does one have in life?”
What were you doing ten years ago? What experiences have you
gone through? Looking back at your past years, have you persisted
in anything in your life to find peace of mind? -

Venerable Shih Chang
Chen from Taiwan
has been promoting
Chan calligraphy and
mindfulness practice
around the world for
the past ten years.
This year marks the
tenth anniversary of
the Venerable’s Chan
Calligraphy workshop
in Singapore.

Venerable Shih Chang Chen

Peace and Wisdoms Between Each Stroke

For ten years, the workshops have carried the dedication and
compassionate vow of the Venerable, and have been a mindful practice
for many students. Unlike many sutra-copyihg classes, the Chan
Calligraphy Workshop uses Qin seal script (also known as small seal
script) Qin seal script has minimal variation in its strokes and generally
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emphasises uniformity as compared to other Chinese calligraphic
scripts. The script itself focuses on form and the relationship between
density and spacing, with each character clearly distinct. It requires
great patience and perseverance from the practitioners.

Interestingly, Venerable Shih Chang Chen often reminds students
that the workshop is not a calligraphy class. Rather, we observe our
current state of mind through the brushstrokes, without worrying if the
characters are written in a beautiful or ugly way.

Students’ works have no beauty or ugliness; no good or bad; no duality,
and certainly no comparison. Each character is simply a reflection of
our inner state. Even if a character is written incorrectly, one shouldn’t
try to embellish or add strokes to fix it. Once written, just let it be
and let it go. Let go of the mind that pursues perfection, accept the
circumstances and set oneself free of attachment.

“Wherever the body is, there the
mind should be.” “When the hand is
doing something, the mind should
be doing that too.” When copying
sutras, simply settle the mind to
copy sutras, relaxing and focusing
on this one task at hand.

Dr. Tsui Chung-hui, Lecturer in
Buddhist Art and Culture at the
University of Hong Kong once
said that, true skill lies in focusing
the mind on each stroke and not
needing to trace over or embellish

& - o E

: . Venerable Shih Chang Chen with a

due to imperfection. practitioner’s writing showing “sun”,
“moon”, “grass”, and “silk”.
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Mindful of the Present Moment,

and Experiencing the Meditative Joy

When writing, the eyes look at the sutra text, the ears listen to the sound
made when pulling the paper, the nose smells the scent/fragrance of the
ink. The mind is conscious of brush and ink moving across the paper.
When breathing, just breath without holding one’s breath. This is the
practice of settling the mind between paper, brush, and ink—without
deliberation and desire to achieve.

Gradually letting the mind become clear... gradually relax... slowly
experiencing the meditative joy of writing.

When distracting thoughts arise,
simply be aware of them and bring
the mind back to the paper, brush
and ink. When the mind is scattered,
just return to drawing lines and
circles. Move the brush slowly —
this is about training the mind, it is
not a competition. As Master Sheng
Yen once said, “When copying
sutras, do it single-heartedly as if
facing the Buddha. It is equivalent
to hearing the Dharma. Focusing

your attention is equivalent to =
£ il n The author practising at one of the monthly
practising meditation. gatherings.

The students listened attentively as
Venerable Chang Chen demonstrated
how to “use the brush as an expression
of the mind.” (Photographed in August
2016 at Buddhist Fellowship @ Orion).
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The students organise their own monthly communal
practice sessions.

Apart from calligraphy meditation, there are also Watching the mind while drawing
other activities that help to calm and settle the mind  lines.

in all daily postures—whether walking, standing,

sitting, or lying down.

Calligraphy Chan Sharing Session
Course dates: 24-26 July 2026

Course Registration Contacts:
Peggie Cheah 8333 4477, Liyun 9324 1101

Course Venue:
Leong Hwa Monastery
67 Shrewsbury Road Singapore 307834

Three Thousand Realms in a Single Brush-Tip

10th Anniversary Special Exhibition of Calligraphy Chan in Singapore
Exhibition Period:

30 July 2026 (Thursday) to 2 August 2026 (Sunday)

Exhibition Venue:

Buddhist Lodge * Vimalakirti Lecture Hall (5th Floor)
17-19 Kim Yam Road, Singapore 239329
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The Visual Art Journey of the

gﬂ lllustrated Dhammapada:

', Mr Piyadasa Wickramanayake

S e A FE by Venerable Weragoda
A% Z§ =8 Sarada Maha Thero

Childhood & Formative Years (Matara)

Born on 1 May 1933 in the picturesque village
of Reshipura in Matara, P. Wickramanayaka
discovered his artistic calling during his early
childhood and formative years. Surrounded by
the natural beauty of his environment, he spent
much of his youth sketching local wildlife, trees,
and landscapes, gradually developing a sharp
eye for form and colour.

During his school days, he experienced a freak accident while playing
with friends when a stray rubber band struck his eye, leaving him
partially blind. One might assume such an incident would have hindered
a budding visual artist; however, it did not slow him down. His natural
talent was soon recognised at Rahula Vidyalaya in Matara, where
perceptive teachers identified his potential and encouraged him, setting
him firmly on his creative path.

The Foundation in Colombo

(Plate Studio & 43 Group)

Seeking to expand his horizons, the young artist
moved to Colombo in 1950 to establish his
professional foundation by joining the celebrated
Plate Studio. There, he rigorously mastered
/\ 1 classical art, anatomy, and composition under
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veteran guidance. His dedication and evolving style led to a significant
breakthrough when his work was recognised by the prestigious 43
Group—a pioneering modernist art movement formed in 1943 that
championed artistic freedom.

This early recognition gave him considerable confidence and marked
his emergence as a serious figure in the Ceylonese art scene.

The Newspaper, Comic, and Film Era

(1960s-1980s, Lake House)

By the 1960s, Wickramanayaka had transitioned into the fast-paced
world of newspaper journalism, joining the Lake House institution as
a freelance illustrator. His evocative drawings soon appeared in the
pages of Sarasaviya, leading
to a permanent appointment
on 28 November 1963.

In the same year, with the
launch of the weekly comic
magazine Sathuta, he became
one of its core staff artists.
Through Sathuta and his contributions to Navayugaya, his striking
visuals captured the public imagination and earned him a devoted
readership across the island. It was during this golden
era of Sri Lankan picture stories that he created his
crowning illustrative masterpiece, Batti. The serialized
graphic story achieved such phenomenal
cultural success that it transitioned from
a beloved print cartoon into a nationwide
phenomenon, later being adapted into a
major feature film in 1984 and a popular
television teledrama series.
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Bridging Timeless Wisdom with the Modern Mind

As the founder of the Singapore Buddhist Meditation Centre, |
recognized that while the Dhammapada is a universal treasure, its
traditional presentation often failed to resonate with the modern mind.
To address this, | sought to translate the Buddha’s timeless teachings
through both verbal and visual language, ensuring the meaning could
be directly felt rather than just intellectually understood. Through a
collaborative effort, Mr. P. Wickramanayaka joined this mission. His
profound artistic contributions transformed the verses into a living
bridge, making the Dhamma accessible, immediate, and vibrant for
readers across all cultures.

Ven. W. Sarada Maha Thero
(1st row, 2nd from left) and
Rev. Sunanda (1st row, 1st
from left) with the SBMC staff
(Mr. Piyaratna Hewabattage
1st row, 3rd from the left,
Mr. Edwin Ariyadasa (1st
from the right) and Mr. P.
Wickramanayaka (2nd row,
1st from left) at SBMC

- No. 1, Jalan Mas Puteh.

The Enduring Artistic Legacy of P. Wickramanayaka

In 1986, after recognizing the profound spiritual resonance in the
work of Sri Lankan illustrator Mr. P. Wickramanayaka, | invited him to
Singapore for a short-term project illustrating Buddhist stories. His
ability to transform abstract Buddhist stanzas into vivid, meaningful
art was so exceptional that our collaboration evolved into a long-term
partnership. By 1993, he became the Centre’s Chief Artist, tasked with
the monumental project of illustrating all 423 stanzas of the lllustrated
Dhammapada.
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This endeavour was a collaborative symphony. While Wickramanayaka
provided the visual bridge for readers to grasp the essence of the
Dhamma, an international team of scholars and editors—including
Ven. Khantipalo, Sister Susanna, and Mr. Edwin Ariyadasa—ensured
textual and scholarly precision. With design support from Mr. Piyaratna
Hewabattage and funding from devoted well-wishers, The Treasury of
Truth - lllustrated Dhammapada was completed on 27 November 1993.

Beyond this milestone, Wickramanayaka’s legacy is preserved
in numerous publications for the Singapore Buddhist Meditation
Centre. His style, defined by grace and
spiritual clarity, brought life to vital texts
like the Maha Satipatthana Sutta and The
Greatest Man Who Ever Lived, as well as
many other Dhamma book covers and
publications. Though he is no longer with
us, his contributions remain an enduring
testament to the power of visual storytelling
in sharing the Dhamma. e mommme

“who e ben cloly
services of the SEMC,

| THE ONLY |
PATH TO

NIBBANA \

wani 4
SATIPATTHANA %
SUTTA ol

Mr. Ho Kah Leong , Member
of Parliament for Jurong
Single Member Constituency
presented a token of
appreciation to Artist Mr. P.
Wickramanayaka in 1996.
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Reflections on a True Artist

To me, he was an exceptionally gentle, humble, and hardworking soul.
Although a childhood accident had left him with limited vision in one
eye, his sight was never truly restricted; instead, he possessed a
profound inner vision that allowed him to make the Dhamma deeply
meaningful to every reader. His beautiful illustrations stand as a living
testament to the wisdom encapsulated in the traditional Chinese
proverb: “A picture paints a thousand words.”

Epilogue: An Enduring Digital Legacy

Mr. P. Wickramanayake passed away on Friday at the age of 80, and
his funeral took place at the Borella General Cemetery on Monday, 24
June 2013. While his earthly journey concluded at his final residence
at No. 32/2, Pepiliyana Road, Nugegoda, his creative spirit remains
entirely undiminished. Today, his noble works and spiritual masterpieces
continue to inspire global audiences and are preserved online for future
generations at the following archive:

SBMC and Mr. P. Wickramanayake
Online Publication
https://archive.org/

search?query=creator%3A%22Ven. %20
Weragoda%20Sarada%20Thero%22

More information about
Mr. P. Wickramanayake

https://quangduc.com/a77371/mr-piyadhasa-wickramanayake-
1933-2013-artist-who-embellished-dhammapada
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Vesak DCera’tion at”" &5 ‘
Ean Keng Si Buddhist Temple

2026%5H31H
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The Compassion SK Volunteer Group’s “Ten Thousand Lamps Lighting” activity continued as
part of the Vesak Day Celebration at Ean Keng Si Buddhist Temple.
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The EKS Temple Choir marked Vesak with three beautiful hymns, with the final song,

“If Tomorrow Is the Next Life,” inspiring the audience to reflect on how best to live each day.

aomrE O\ /\ B E )
Recitation and Repentance Ceremony: “Eighty-Eight Buddhas Great Repentance”.
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BLIGERLS o
Light offering and pagoda circumambulation.

isoeret® - -

EBEF—IN+ZRNE RS S A A
A cloistered lay practitioner and temple resident in her 90s devoutly participated in the Buddha
Bathing Ceremony at Ean Keng Si Buddhist Temple.

EIMBEOEFERERE WiRBIRIZ5 1 ERAGEET(F
Volunteers carefully prepared free vegetarian meals, assisted with on-site ushering and the
preparations for the Dharma ceremony.
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Instant Padma Fellowship

IEEFEIBEHHR
Ean Keng Si Choir Session

T E
Sang Puja

BEHREEPVREEL)
Dragon Gate Daoist Qigong Meditation
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The Chanting Session of the Sutra of Casket Seal Dharani
of the Whole Bodies’ Relics of the Secret from the Minds
of All Buddhas and Various Other Sacred Dharani

MR EREE B AT)
HIB(HEEEAD)

Chanting of the Manjusri-Nama-Samagiti

RPRAS R AT
Traditional Mahayana
Chanting Prayer Session

BB PR (&
Dharma Service

d. = 1t
e &
FEEEF Ean Keng Si Buddhist Temple

48 Frankel Avenue Singapore 458176
https://www.yanqing.net/ Tel: (65) 6241 6601 Hotline: (65) 9088 9048
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The World Peace Auspicious Stupa originally titled the Sutra of the Whole-
Body Relic Treasure Chest Seal Dharani The Heart Secret of All Tathagatas, is
a sacred Buddhist reliquary symbolizing the 84,000 Dharma gates. In 2002,
FJnet online initiated the project and, over ten years, completed 84,000
stupas distributed across more than 100 countries and regions worldwide.
Among them, the stupa presented to Taiwan in 2008 became a symbol of
cross-strait peace.

“This is not a mere pile of soil, but a truly wondrous great treasure pagoda.
It remains hidden because of the inferior karmic fruits of sentient beings.
... Within this great pagoda are accumulated the whole-body relics of the
Tathagatas, containing the secret dharani seals of the immeasurable hearts
of all the Tathagatas.” (Sutra of the Whole-Body Relic Treasure Chest Seal Dharant The
Heart Secret of All Tathagatas, Scroll 1; CBETA 2025.R2, T19, no. 1022B, pp. 712c22-713b2)

At RITHHE
Inviting the World Peace and Auspicious Stupa
M#E Small Stupa

8cmx8cm x14cm, FE each S$188
Ff#% Medium Stuipa

19.7cm x19.7cm x33cm, & each S$748 ] ;,é;,
Af#35 Large Stiipa : o
38cm X 38cm X 66¢m, ATERE BB Price upon request "

AREN3¥1S For more information :+65 9088 9048 HIELR (3N BE & FINet Foundation Limited





